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A traumatic experience…….. and one of the best 
conferences ever.

Fertility preservation 
conference by Leslie 

Schover? 

December 2003 2004
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The initial „recipy“ of FertiPROTEKT…..

+

++

+
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….  to get started

• Those who performed the 
fertility preservation 
procedures got the lead: the 
reproductive physicians and 
the reproductive biologists.

• We created a «coalition of 
the willing», 
representatives of 
university hospitals.



Michael von Wolff 7

Abteilung Gynäkologische Endokrinologie und Reproduktionsmedizin, Bern 

FertiPROTEKT was born in Heidelberg: May 29./30. 2006

Gruppenfot 
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The main goals / the philosophy  

1. The benefit of the patient is the central 
issue!

2. Every patient should access to get fertility 
preservation treatment.

3. Fertility preservation procedures should 
not be performed to make money.

…. to be 
achieved by….. 
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Dedication

Dedication 
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This is my son 
Constantin 

When we climbed a 
mountain in Iceland, 

he kept saying: 

«You cannot climb the 
ladder of success (or a 

mountain) with your 
hands in your 

pockets» 

and

«No pain no gain»

Motivation 
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Cooperation 

Removal of 
the tissue

Storage in 
Bonn, the 
centralized 
cryobank of 
the network

Transplantation 
of the tissue

Delivery
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Democracy

I had initiated the network and run it as a coordinator 
for 10y.  I then stepped down, being still a member of 

the board, to allow others to be the «president».
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Network structures

von Wolff et al., Clin Med insights 2019

The multimodular structure of 
FertiPROTEKT

Green: Oncologists

Blue Infertility centers

Orange: Regional 
networks 

Red: The 
FertiPROTEKT board, 
centralized cryobanks
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The countries involved

ESHRE: 
Special interest
group: 
• ESHRE Pre-

congress
courses, 

• Campus 
workshops, 

• European 
registry. 
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Our website (German, Englisch)

… with
• Addresses of

centers,
• Information for

patients,
• Information for

physicians.
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A documentation system and registry

• IVF cycles: now integrated in the national registry 
system.  

• Ovarian tissue freezing: additional own 
registry. 

The 
FertiPROTEKT 
documentation 
system,created 
by a board 
member free of 
charge.
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Furthermore…

Ø Board: 7 people (University reproductive physicians, 
Private reproductive physicians, Biologists), elected 
every 2 years.

Ø One administrator: 15.000 Dollar / year 
Ø Center fee: 200 Dollar / year
Ø 3 supporting companies, each paying 5.000 / year
Ø Annual meetings (since 2018 bi-annual) financed by 

companies
Ø Own published recommendations 
Ø Own published book  
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Europe 

Top of South 
America

Top of the 
world

Kili

Top of 
Africa

Top of North America

Oncofertility®

consortium
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Recognizable identity

Wikipedia 
U.S.
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Registry data - women

Germeyer… von Wolff, J Reproduktionsmed Endokrinol 2019



Michael von Wolff 26

Abteilung Gynäkologische Endokrinologie und Reproduktionsmedizin, Bern 

Germeyer… von Wolff, J Reproduktionsmed Endokrinol 2019

Registry data
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Germeyer… von Wolff, J Reproduktionsmed Endokrinol 2019

Registry data
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Trans-
plan-
tations

Trans-
planted
patients

Preg-
nancies
per 
patient

Spontaneous
pregnancies/
achieved
pregnancies

Pregnanies
after ART/
achieved
pregnancies

Life births
and ongoing
pregnancies/
transplanted
patient

Total, n 197 156 46/156 
(29.5%)

39/58 
(67.2%)

17/58 
(29.3%)

33/156
(21,1%)

With
overnight
transpor-
tation before
freezing, n 

100 82 25/82 
(30.5%)

19/29 
(65.5%)

10/29 
(34.5%)

21/82 
(25.6%)

Germeyer… von Wolff, J Reproduktionsmed Endokrinol 2019

Registry data
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Freezing of ovarian tissue

Fertility preservation in malignant and non-malignant diseases, 
Springer, Eds: M. von Wolff, F. Nawroth, in press
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Marketing and economic benefits for members

Address register 
on the Website 

Membership 
Certificate

Search for a center nearby
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Cryobanks



Michael von Wolff 33

Abteilung Gynäkologische Endokrinologie und Reproduktionsmedizin, Bern 

Centralized cryobanks require overnight 
transportation of ovarian tissue at 4°C

2019
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Transportation box for overnight transportation

Liebenthron … von Wolff, RBMO, 2019 
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Clinical support

• 200 pages book for both  
oncologists and  
reproductive physicians, 
published in 2016

• Free of charge print 
version, finanzed by a 
Ferring 

• Free of charge 
downloadable on the 
FertiPROTEKT website
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von Wolff et al., Clin Med 
insights 2019

Patients:
128 FertiPROTEKT 

centers cover almost 
completely the three 

countries
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Science: 
FertiPROTEKT published 26 papers which can be 
found in PubMed with the key word „Fertiprotekt“

von Wolff et al., Clin Med insights 2019
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Politics: 
With the support of FertiPROTEKT fertility 

preservation is now reimbursed in Germany and 
Switzerland since 2019

Germany:

Theoretically all kind 
of fertility 
preservation 
procedures. 

Practically: not to be 
defined.

Switzerland:
Freezing and storage of 
oocytes, ovarian tissue, 
sperm and testicular tissue 
in malignant dieseases. 
Postpuberty till 39y. 
Risk of amenorrhoea/ 
azosspermia >20%.
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www.onkozert.de/informationen-zertifizierung/hinweise-downloads/sop-fertilitaetserhalt/

Certified (Onkozert) cancer centers in Germany and 
abroad have to proof that they counsel women regarding 
the risk of infertlity and the options to preserve fertility.

Politics: 
Structures to force the oncologists to sent patients 
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Teaching:
Practical guides on fertility preservation

200 pages, German, free 
of charge
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Wish to preserve fertility 
Adolescent, young adult

AMH ca. > 1 ng/ml

AMH 
stable

TherapyDecision criteriaDiagnosis

Turner syndrome 
(Monosomy)

Turner syndrome  
(Mosaicism, struktural aberations)

Wait for 2-3 years

AMH 
decreasing

No cyryo-
preservation

Screening and risk counselling:
Cardiology, prenatal medicine, human 

genetics

Pregnancy 
possible

Pregnancy      
not possible

AMH ca. >0.5ng/ml: 
Possibly cryopreservation of oocytes.

AMH ca. >1ng/ml: 
Possibly cryopreservation of ovarian 

tissue

AMH very 
low

Wish to preserve fertility 
Adolescent, young adult

No 
cryopreservation.
Follow up of AMH 

levels
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Glamour: 
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The human factor as the main obstacle in the 
establishment of networks

von Wolff et al., Clin Med insights 2019

Obstacles to 
establishing networks

Ways to avoid these obstacles

Scientific competition - Consideration of all persons involved as co-authors in publications
Lack of time for 
documentation

- High quality documentation software
- Interfaces with already established national registers to avoid repeated entries

Lack of interest - Sensitisation to the fact that fertility-protective measures are also 
economically relevant 
- Use of the network website as an advertising platform for member centres
- Democratic voice in decision-making processes
- Annual meetings at interesting locations with an interesting 
programmemembership
- Introduction of certificates for member centres and their external presentation

Lack of awareness - Development of good websites and linking to member centres to increase 
internet presence
- Regional and national information events 

Lack of willingness to 
cooperate

- Development of political activities to enforce cooperation
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Future goals of FertiPROTEKT

• Defining criteria for reimbursement.
• Regulating fertility preservation by defining 

indications.
• Improving the cooperation with oncologists.
• Improvement Ovarian tissue techniques.
• Find medical treatment to protect gonads.

…. taking the FertiPROTEKT banner to the 2 remaining 7 summits…..


